Birmingham SACRE Collective Worship Strategy
The Theistic Layer
Or “What can we say about God in Collective Worship that is unlikely to divide religious believers?”

To ensure that the act of worship reflects religious belief, and yet remains
inclusive, the leader will talk about God using general statements that are likely
to be endorsed by most families who have a belief in God. These statements
about God, or theistic statements, are not intended to convey a complete
representation of God as understood from any one religious tradition. The
validity of such statements is demonstrated over the following pages by the
inclusion of faith-specific illustrations. The religious illustrations may, or may
not, be used in an act of worship: their primary purpose here is to encourage
confidence in including the theistic layer as a matter of good practice. As
Buddhism is not generally thought of as a theistic tradition, a Buddhist
illustration of the ‘Universal layer’ is given underneath each set of examples.

Universal layer: Thankfulness
Theistic layer

Faith-specific layer
Islamic
“And they will say: ‘All Praise is to Allah, who has removed from us (all) grief.
Verily, our Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Thankful’.” (Al-Qur’an 35:34)

God is generous
and bountiful

Sikh
God as the Creator is also inherent in creation, therefore there is the need to
be thankful for our own existence and for everything around us, because it is
of Divine origin and has the Divine inherent in the fabric of its being.
Christian
God is the source of all good gifts. Christians believe that Jesus is his best gift.
“Thanks be to God for his gift that is too wonderful to explain.”
(2 Corinthians 9.15)

Buddhist
Buddha taught how his
followers can best repay
the love and kindness
given to them in the past.

Buddhists have the faith in Buddha’s teachings that...
repaying kindness with kindness to others will lead to happiness

Christian references are to the Bible; Islamic ones to the Qur’an; Sikh references are to the Guru Granth
Sahib; Buddhist references are to the 2nd Century Indian Buddhist saint Nagarjuna’s Letter to King
Gautamiputra which is a distillation of Lord Buddha’s sutras.

Universal layer: Generosity
Theistic layer

Faith-specific layer
Christian
“Give and you will be given much. It will be poured into your hands - more
than you can hold. You will be given so much that it will spill into your
lap. The way you give to others is the way God will give to you.” (Luke 6:38)

God is generous

Islamic Al-Karim The Generous
The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah, is as the
likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows seven ears and each ear has a hundred
grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom he pleases, and Allah is AllSufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-Knower
Sikh
“God, the Great Giver keeps on giving, whilst those who receive may grow
weary of receiving.” (Guru Nanak Dev Ji, GGSJ p.2)

Buddhist
Buddha taught that
generosity leads to wealth
in the future.

Buddhists have the faith in Buddha’s teachings that...
giving and being generous will lead to wealth and happiness in the future.

Universal layer: Compassion
Theistic layer

Faith-specific layer
Christian
He (Jesus) saw the crowds of people and felt sorry for them because they
were worried and helpless. They were like sheep without a shepherd.
(Matthew 9:36)

God is
compassionate

Islamic Al-Rahman The Compassionate
“Your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him, and that you be
kind to your parents.” (Al-Qur’an 17: 23)
Sikh
God cares for the world and those he created.
“It is compassion that holds the planet earth in awesome equilibrium.
(Guru Nanak Dev Ji, GGSJ, p.3)

Buddhist
Lord Buddha is the
supremely compassionate
one who taught that we
all possess innate
compassion.

Buddhists have the faith in Buddha’s teachings that...
we will be able to fully uncover our compassionate nature

Universal layer: Forgiveness
Theistic layer

Faith-specific layer
Sikh
Where there is forgiveness, there is God himself (Bhagat Kabir Ji, GGSJ,
p.1372)

God forgives and is
merciful

Islamic Al Ghaffar The Forgiving; Al Ghafar The Pardoner; Al Tawwab The Accepter
of Repentance
“Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of forgiveness, and his Lord turned
towards him, for He is Oft-Forgiving and Most Merciful” (Al-Qu’ran 2:37)
Christian
God’s ability to forgive is endless.
“He (the LORD) has taken our sins away from us as far as the east is from the
west.” (Psalm 103:12)

Buddhist
Buddha showed how we
should forgive others

Buddhists have the faith in Buddha’s teachings that...
if we do not have forgiveness in our hearts we will suffer.

Universal layer: Modesty
Theistic layer

Faith-specific layer
Islamic
God wants us to be shy not arrogant.
“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and be modest. That is purer for
them. Lo! God is Aware of what they do.” (Al-Qur’an 24:30)

God is far greater
than His Creation

Christian
“Christ himself was like God in everything. He was equal with God. But he
didn't think that being equal with God was something to be held on to.”
(Philippians 2:6)
Sikh
Reaching God is possible if one is humble and sheds one’s ego.
“Sweetness and humility, Oh Nanak, are the essence of virtue and goodness.”
(Guru Nanak Dev Ji, GGSJ, p.470)

Buddhist
Buddha taught that selfcentredness is a cause of
suffering. So it is best to
be modest.

Buddhists have the faith in Buddha’s teachings that...
comparing ourselves to Buddha, it is easy to be modest.

Universal layer: Accountability and Integrity
Theistic layer

Faith-specific layer
Sikh
We should live and work in God’s omnipresence (Kirat Karna) as we are
constantly under His ‘surveillance’.
“Chitar and Gupat, the celestial recorders, record all human actions and
deeds.” (Guru Arjan Dev Ji, GGSJ, p.393

God wants people
to live good lives

Christian
Our lives are transparent to God, the ultimate Judge.
“Lord, you have examined me. You know all about me. You know when I sit
down and when I get up. You know my thoughts before I think them.”
(Psalm 139:1-2)
Islamic Al Asib The Reckoner
“On the day when every soul will be confronted with all the good it has done
and all the evil it has done, it will wish there were a great distance between it
and its evil. But Allah cautions you (to fear) Him. And Allah is full of kindness
to those that serve Him” (Al-Qu’ran 30:3)

Buddhist
Buddha encouraged his
followers to start to
become accountable for
their past actions.

Buddhists have the faith in Buddha’s teachings that...
they should concern themselves with their own accountability for actions, not
the accountability of others.

This is just a small sample of the kinds of theistic statements that it is possible to
use, when leading collective worship using the strategy. These and others can be
found on the website for Birmingham SACRE: www.faithmakesadifference.co.uk
Of course, there are references supporting these statements from other faith
traditions too, and these will also appear on the website in due course.
We should like to thank members of Buddhist, Christian, Islamic and Sikh
communities represented on SACRE for their invaluable contributions to the
preparation of the leaflet.
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